Writing a Literature Review

I. Detemining appropriate sources
It is important to support your ideas with relevant evidence from appropriate sources. The following are tips to help determine the most useful sources for research-based findings and expert testimont:
· Avoid “newstand” magazines such as NewsWeek, Business Weekly, Vogue and Consumer Affairs.

· High quality sources usually have an abstract and a list of references at the end of the article.  (Note :  Use the list of references to find additional sources.)

· Websites with highly reputable statistics and information can also be good sources for evidence.  (e.g., World Health Organization, the United Nations, FAO, government websites).

II. What type of information do you need to cite in the introduction and literature review?

Common knowledge and well-known facts DO NOT require citations.

Example 1: USC won the Orange Bowl.

Example 2:  Although computer technology continues to advance rapidly, sales of PCs have waned since the bubble market of the late 1990s.

However...

Specific information needs to be cited.

Example 1:   
Although computer technology continues to advance rapidly, sales of PCs

have dropped by XX% since the bubble market of the late 1990s (Williams, 20XX).

Example 2: 
Although computer technology continues to advance rapidly, sales of PCs

have waned since the bubble market of the late 1990s.  The main reasons for the decrease in sales are lack of consumer confidence for economic growth resulting in an unwillingness to spend money; and, resdiual saturation of the market from the bubble days. (Williams, 20XX).

Writing note: (a) situation; b) reasons)

Expert opinions

According to Smith (19xx), limiting campaign contributions is the best approach to minimizing inapproriate financial arrangements between politicians and their corporate funders.

Statistics

The situation in the Philippines is particularly grave. In the Philippines, “coral reefs occupy an area of 33,000 square kilometers at depths under 37 meters” (Carpenter as cited in McAllister and Ansula, 1993). About 80% of these reefs are in poor condition due to damage by humans (McAllister and Ansula, 1993; Pineda-Ofreneo, 1993). The magnitude of inappropriate practices can be seen in one example from the on-line magazine, People and Planet: “In the Philippines, over 6,000 cyanide divers squirt an estimated 150,000 kilograms of dissolved poison on to some 33 million coral heads each year” (People and Planet, 1996). Inappropriate and destructive fishing techniques include fishing with explosives, using cyanide or other poisons to stun rare tropical fish for the lucrative pet industry, and using poles to break up the coral to drive fish into large heavy nets (McAllister and Ansula, 1993; U.S. Department of State, 1998).

Predictions

At the current rate of deforestation, by 2025 the country will have less than 5% of its original rainforests and fewer that 20% of the insect species that lived in those rainforests in 1970 (Jones, 200xx).

For more infromation on citations, style and formatting go the the APA web site at: 

http://webster.commnet.edu/apa/apa_index.htm
A Guide for Writing Research Papers based on Styles Recommended by
The American Psychological Association

III. Reviewing the Literature 

· Avoid just summarizing articles one by one.

· Use mutiple sources when appropriate- Often there will be several studies to support the same claim, assumption or hypothesis.  Citing more than one source can make your argument stronger and it shows that you have read a broader base of literature on your topic.
· Juxtapose contrasting views or conflicting evidence

IV.
Transitions and Section Summaries

A) 
It is important to preview some information to guide your reader slowly

through the analysis of issues related to your topic.

Example:  This discussion is divided into three parts. First, it is necessary to review current demographic, economic and technological trends, which have created an environment that deems change. Second, an investigation of the Monbusho’s recommendations will reveal some of their specific goals. Finally, an evaluation of the proposed reforms will try to predict the chances for their implementation and the plausibility for their effectiveness.

B) Transitions from one point to the next help your paper flow.

Example: Another criticism on the UNEP’s approach to the dissemination of information and knowledge about the environment is that the publications, on-line material and software are being marketed to only a select group of people. Most of the material only appears in English. Most requires a purchase of a book or a computer to access it. This limits the target group to primarily English speakers who have money  (Name, 20XX). The counter argument here would be that the educational material put out by UNEP is primarily for administrators, planners and decision-makers. The material is designed to help this group of people make educated rational decisions about development for the future  (Source, 20XX).

C) Summarize Sections

Example: This chapter has attempted to show how social learning theories may explain the dissemination of environmental knowledge and information through a community-based education program. Learning theories can explain how environmental knowledge spreads among community members leading to changes in attitude and acquisition of new behaviors for those members. Learning theories can also explain how information moves across community boundaries and becomes shared knowledge among communities.
V.
Writing Strategies
1. Write something every day.  This helps keep you focused and minimizes “last-minute stress”. It also provides more time to work on revising sections.

2. Match support from the literature with topics, ideas and claims in your outline. 

3. Use models.

4. Keep records of your citations. 

5. Take work to the writing center for language assistance.

6. Writing a literature review is like doing a jigsaw puzzle.

